FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For Additional Information Contact:
Katie Brant, Communications Director
KBrant@TheHealthLawFirm.com
Office: (407) 331-6620, ext. 228
Cell: (717) 860-2662

ORLANDO BASED LAW FIRM FILES CLASS
ACTION SUIT FOR ANTITRUST VIOLATIONS
AND RESTRAINT OF TRADE
Orlando, Fla. - July 17, 2018 - The Health Law Firm filed a class action lawsuit in the
Middle District of Florida on July 11, 2018, on behalf of three dermatologists who allege they
represent a class of dermatologists in a similar situation. The suit alleges that the American
Board of Medical Specialties, Inc. (ABMS), and the American Board of Dermatology, Inc.
(ABD), are planning or committing actions in restraint of trade.
The plaintiffs allege that the ABMS and the ABD are planning to take action to approve a
medical subspecialty in Mohs surgery, an effective treatment for skin cancer. They state in
their suit, that this will result in a reduction in the number of doctors who can perform the
procedure and be paid for it. The doctors claim the specialty certification for Mohs surgery,
also known as "micrographic dermatologic surgery," would limit the number of physicians
who could be reimbursed by government programs, such as Medicare and Tricare, and by
private insurers. As a result, patient access to the simple skin cancer surgery would be greatly
reduced, according to the suit.
If the defendants are successful in their plans to create this new medical subspecialty, doctors
who want to be board certified in Mohs surgery would have to complete a separate
fellowship, either a one-year or two-year additional post-residency academic program limited
to Mohs surgery. Doctors, such as the three plaintiffs, may lose clinical privileges at hospitals,
despite the fact that they may have performed the simple surgical procedure thousands of
times, according to the suit.
The doctors are seeking an injunction restraining the defendants from limiting "in any way"
their ability to perform and charge for Mohs surgery.
Attorney George F. Indest III, President of The Health Law Firm, and the attorney to file the
class action case stated: "If the proposal to be considered by the ABMS passes, in order to
become board certified in Mohs surgery, these dermatologists would have to meet a number

of requirements that they may not otherwise be able to meet. In most cases, it's not feasible
for the physicians."
To view the complaint in full, click here. To view additional court documents, visit the "Case
and Litigation Documents" section of our website.
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About The Health Law Firm:

The Health Law Firm was established in 1999, bringing together a team of experienced
attorneys with decades of work in the legal and health care fields, many who are also licensed
health professionals. With offices in Altamonte Springs, Orlando and Pensacola, Florida, and
Denver, Colorado, the firm represents health care providers, including hospitals, nursing
homes, physicians, dentists, pharmacists, psychologists, mental health professionals and other
licensed health professionals and entities, nationwide. The Health Law Firm encompasses all
aspects of health law including malpractice defense, qui-tam or "whistleblower" and false
claims, defense of professional licensing cases, Medicare and Medicaid audits, formation of
corporations and limited liability companies (LLCs), Board of Medicine hearings, peer
review actions, clinical privileges hearings and representation of medical students. For more
information about The Health Law Firm: www.thehealthlawfirm.com.
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